
 
 
 
 
 

 
Linking-to-Learn meeting  

Inclusive Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  
October 2012 

At the meeting we had about 60 people from more than 30 programs from the CHGN 
Uttarakhand Cluster. As part of the meeting we undertook a review exercise to map out 
what we had achieved over the past 4 years. We have seen unprecedented 
collaboration and cooperation between likeminded community health programs. The 
feedback was that we should have a celebration to thank God for the 5 years of working 
together. The cluster is forming a committee to plan for this event which will be held in 
November next year.  

Training: Inclusive WASH in India 
As part of the cluster's focus on disability we wanted to explore how we can help our 
members advocate and plan for water and sanitation that includes those with disability.  

What is Inclusive WASH? Well if you have ever had a broken limb and tried to use an 
Indian toilet you will have some idea. And as you can see from the photo I took from our 
hospital it can be very difficult to even get to a water pump if you are disabled. We did a 
simulation exercise whereby we gave people disabilities and they demonstrated how 
they would use WASH facilities. Sadly they demonstrated how they could NOT use 
existing WASH facilities!  

Jubin and Bonnie from the Herbertpur Team and Nathan and Robert from the 
Uttarakhand Cluster ran the training.  

All who attended were challenged to start thinking of how to facilitate inclusive WASH. 
They realized that they don't intentionally exclude people with disabilities but if they don't 
intentionally include them then they maintain the status quo: exclusion.  
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Cluster disability Accessibility Fund– Rotary Australia  
All of the cluster members are working for poor and 
marginalized communities, and people with 
disabilities are often the most vulnerable among 
marginalized communities. There is a need to create 
an inclusive environment for people with disabilities, 
and accessibility is often a barrier. Most of the cluster 
programs want to make their programs inclusive but 
accessibility is a significant need to be addressed. 
Consequently, the cluster has created an 
accessibility fund, with the support of Rotary 
International, to support people with disability to 
obtain mobility aids, undertake modifications, 
redesign public places and create inclusive WASH 
facilities. 

 
Fellowship 
Brother Kotare delivered some great Bible teaching 
on the theme of water and we also spent some 
valuable time in prayer and fellowship.  

 
Other Activities  

In addition to the training other Cluster 
activities were discussed including various 
collaborative activities we are doing together 
such as disability, tobacco control, low cost 
health worker training and flood relief.  

We reviewed the Disaster Relief and Disaster 
Risk Reduction activities that the cluster has 
been involved in. In the context of the recent 
disasters the cluster programs have been 
able to mobilise funds. The disaster relief 
committee of the cluster gave a full report 
and different ways forward where explored.  

 
 
 
 


